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Abstract

English is spoken in many countries around the iworld. It is the first language of the
United Kingdom, the United States, Canada, Australia, Ireland, New Zealand and a number of
Caribbean nations. We, the natives use the same as a second la'qguage. Though we give much
importance to grammar, we gi\}e little to pronunciation. As a result, we use different accent to
communicate. ‘A journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step’, with this quote, this
paper is designed to begin our first step with just four distinct tones like /2/, /t/, /b/ and /6/. These
tones are pronounced different by the native based on our mother tongue influence. The paper

will let us to know the difference between both foreign and native and will let us to choose the
proper one.

Keywords: Mid-Central Vowel, Voiceless alveolar stop, Open back rounded vowel, Voiceless
dental fricative

1. Introduction

Language is one of the distinctive characteristics of human beings. Without formal

instruction, we leamn from infanthood the skills that we need to be successful users of a

language. English is the most global of languages and has been enriched by languages from all

over the world since the age of colonialism. India is an extremely diverse subcontinent with a

rich array of languages that run into the hundreds. India has 22 official languages, 150 major

languages and about 1652 recorded languages and dialects (1962 census) [2]. There is a great
deal of regional variation in terms of pronunciation within Indian English.

Similar to the
different regional accents of English in Britain, Indian English h

as very distinct pronunciation

areas, such as North-Eastern India,
Bengal, Orissa, Andhra and Karnataka, as well as Tamil N

Nadu, Kerala, Maharashtra, Gujarat,
Panjab and Bihar, all add different flavors of Pl‘dllllt\Ciz\ti0l1.[4l] The problem with the

patterns in the different regions of India. The different

Indian
speakers is that we do care little about pronunciation. We give more import

ance to English

e ——

Page 20

Scanned with CamScanner


Highlight


Journal of SRF - 2017 ISSN: 0973-2705

grammar and its usage but not for the improvement of our English Pronunciation. Some of us try
to improvise the foreign speaker through tclévision channels, internet or even radio. It works to
module our tone to some extent but it won’t be comprchénsi\'m. It is always better to know about
the phonetic symbol and its usage and then imitate. It is always important to make a first move
to get a way out of something. Pronunciation is one such a thing like a tree, of which it is
essential like we native to learn four little leaf like fal, I/, lo/ and /0/. These four sounds makes a
slight deviation in our tone and that is more than what it i's needed to cross our first step. With

these sounds, we together discuss the difficulty of a native to pronounce and a solution to get rid
of that.

2. Problem with the Native

Why is there a need for change in our tone? If someone questions so, the answer is
simple. Better pronunciation always appeals all and wins their heart. English has various dialects
in India due to the influence of local languages. In the school, students have to study both local
language and English as compuls_Ory. language. On average, an Indian student needs to learn 3-4
languages [3]. The prime concern is that the native is not given enough information regard to
pronunciation, in schools and colleges. Even if some of our schools, colleges and universities
provide phonetics as a subject, the learners like us think about How to score good marks over
Phonetics? We don’t realize that scoring marks is less important than having a good practice

over phonetic symbols, stress, intonation and so on.
3. Remedial Measures

Practice makes a man perfect. It is alwayS ‘a 'gdod saying. It really works in
pronunciation.“Progress is i‘r'npossible without chéngc, and those who cannot change their mind
cannot change anything”[George Bernard Shaw] With this lets change our mind and plan to
make our first move to improve 0Lzﬁ1r pronunciation using four little tips. It doesn’t mean that if
we excel over it, we are done with all. But it is surc that these four sounds make a slight

deviation in our complete spoken context.

As phonetics and phonology both deal with sounds, and as English spelling and English
pronunciation are two very different things, it is important that you keep in mind that we are not
interested in letters here, b,Lit in sounds [5].Sounds are produced with the help of active and
passive articulators in our mouth, When we produce speech sounds we use the speech

Mechanism which comprises of certain organs of the body, as the muscles of the chest, the
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tongue, the lips and so on. These speech organs helps to bring cffective pronunciation we, the
native use the same with the influence of our mother tongue. Just as cach language has differen
words, letters and seript, so does cach have different sounds. Thus there are some sounds whjgy,
are found in Tamil, Malayalam or Hindi, but not in English and some sounds may be founq in
English but not in Tamil. Thus, everyone has mother tongue influence (MTI) to begin with, Wi,
more and more listening to those fluent in the second language, practicing speaking yourself anq
correcting mistakes, you slowly learn to replace your mother tongue sounds with the original

sounds of English [6].
4. Steps to improve the pronunciation for a native

i. /o is a Vowel sound and its technical name is the ‘Mid-Central Vowel’. The key to
pronunciation is physical and-the name tells us about how the sound is made physically.
In this case our tongue is in the middle and the center of our mouth. All vowels are made
through the mouth and are voiced so we vibrate our vocal chords to make the sound. To
produce this sound we must place ;ourtohgue in the middle and in the center of our
mouth and make a short voiced sound. Instead of doing so, we rather let the tip of our
tongue to touch the alveolar i_'idge and vibrate. This can be avoided by concentrating and

by constant practice.

The following table shows how.a native and a foreign use /o/ and the way to improve using

examples along with a tongue twister.

Foreign Native Examples to improve:
/o/ in the beginnin
English:IR | B
) Tamil:[] Againa'gen
Malayalam:@ Amcrican a'mertkon
Another  a'na o
/a/ in the middle /a/ in the end
; o}
Never nevo Even ':von
“After  a:fta Woman 'woman
Under ‘ando - " Family 'fé mali

W

Page 22

Scanned with CamScanner



Journal of SRF - 2017 ISSN: 0973-2705

“Upper Roller
Lower Roller
Roller Lower.

Roller Uppes”

il.  /t/ is a sound from the International Phonetic Alphabet. It is a sound from the
‘Consonants Pairs’ group and it is called the ‘Voiceless alveolar stop’. This means that
we stop the airflow with our tongue and the ridge behind our teeth. The /t/ sound is made
through the mouth and it is Unvoiced which means that we don’t use our vocal chords to
make the sound. It is defined by the motion of our tongue and it is a stop sound, which is
a sound made by building up air pressure by stopping air flow and then releasing it. In
this case we stop the airflow with the tongue against the area behind the top tecth. To
produce the sound block the airflow by placing the tip of our tongue behind the top teeth,
then release the pressure .by'pulli'ng the tongue back-into our mouth. This tone makes a
complete difference between a Britisﬁ and an American pronunciation. As we know that
the British do stres's the tone as-_'th.eir own properl.y but the Americans do not give proper
stress to /t/. A native like we are supposed tb follow the British rather than the American.
In reality we give 50% justice to the British i.e., ’.at times we pronounce beautifully well
but what we leave is th.e stress. Therefore 'by -applying proper stress to /t/ sound,

wherever it gets around in a word, we can make a huge difference in our pronunciation.

The following table suggests the usage of the tone /t/ by the native and the foreign and the way

to improve using examples and a tongue twister.

Foreign Native Examples to improve:

/t/ in the beginning
English: D

Tell tel
/t/ Tamil:L_, L Try ‘trat
: Talk 'ta:k
L Malayalam:s,ss
/t/ in the end k /t/ in the middle
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Agamst 2'genst Total ‘tautsl
Tight ‘tanStant ‘stact
- ¥ L, r
Night ‘nant Study ‘stads

bought butter but the butter was bitter, so Betty bought better butter to make the bitter

-

o' 2 Vowel sound and its technical name is the ‘Open back rounded vowel’. The kzv g
pronunciation is physical and the name tells us about how the sound is made physicelly,

[n this case our tongue is low and at the back of our mouth. All vowels are made thrgu-s

-z

the mouth and are voiced so we vibrate our vocal chords to make the sound. It is similzr

f=>

to the /5: / sound, but it is shorter. /o’ not /a: /. To produce the sound put our tongue low

3

and at the back of your mouth and lightly push your lips together while making a shon
voiced sound. Here again there is difference with the way the British and the American
pronunciation of the sound /o/. British pronounce as ‘O’ and American pronounce th
same sound as ‘AH’. There is no harm in doing so. But the fact is that, we the natives are

pronouncing exactly like the Americans i.e., ‘AH’. If a native wishes to alter his or her

pronunciation like British, the American rule does not help much. Instead they
follow ‘O’ rather than ‘AH’

nezd o

The following table suggests different usage of ol by the native and the for

along with examples for practice and a tongue twister

eign,

Foreign Native Examples to improve:

/o/ in the beginning
English: AH
D Tamil: 3 , ‘Obvloys 'obvias

T Odd - 'pd
Malayalam: @n

Often *© 'ofan

Got

/v/ in the middle
got

Roller 'rouls
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v,

Lot lot
“The Octopus and Oliver went to the Opera in October”

/87 is the fourth leaf of our list. /0/ is a sound from the ‘Consonants Pairs’ group and it is

called the ‘Voiceless dental fricative’, This means that you create fiction between the

tongue and top teeth. The /0/ sound is made through the mouth and it is Unvoiced which

means that you don't use your vocal chords to make the sound. It is defined by position
of your tongue and teeth and it is a fricative, which is a sound that is produced by high
pressure air flow between a narrow space in the mouth. In this case it is between the tip

of the tongue and the top teeth. To produce the sound we have to stick out our tongue a

little. This can feel very unnatural for some people who are not used to it. But it is

essential to produce the sound correctly. Rest our top teeth on our tongue and force air

out between our teeth .Instead of using this complicated practice, we use rather a simple

one as ‘TH’. If we do so, it takes away the beauty of sound /6/

The following table helps us to practice like foreign using useful examples and tongue

twister
'g Foreien ' Native -| Examples to improve
f /8/ in the beginning
| English:TH
0 - Tamil: &) Thank Bank
| Third 6a:d
§ Malayalam:3) e 2
| ThousandOawvzond
/6/ in the middle /0/ in the end
Nothing  nafim Health  hel0
Anything £t North  n2:0
Author 9:05Truth  tru:l
Throw Orav ' . Mouth maot

Method meOad
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“ thought a thought. But the thought T thought wasn't the thought I thought I thought. If the

thought 1 thought had been the thought T thought, T wouldn't have thought so much”,

V Conclusion

In this paper, we have seen some of the richness and complexity of sounds such as /a/, ",
v and /@ of English. We have scen a great deal of phonetic diversity for sounds intrusively we
think of as the same. In these four cases, what started off looking like a complex system turneq
out to be more simple. For instance we learned /o/, a sound, of which our tongue need to be in
the middle and the center of our mouth, /t/ a sound, that must be stressed to make a difference in
speech, /v/ a sound, of which our tongue is lowered and to be placed at the back of our mouth,
0/, a sound that gets out when resting our top teeth on.our tongue and force air out between our
teeth. Now we learn that it’s ea'sy to _underst;md the way in which.a sound is produced, but to get

mastery over it, we need constant practice and observation. Tn the next paper we together discuss

about the importance of learning and practicing diphthongs in our spoken context and the way to

improve with ease.
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